THE DAY ONE CREDO
DO RIGHT - LIVE WITH CHARACTER, HONOR, AND INTEGRITY AT ALL TIMES
DO GOOD - THE FIRST JOB OF A LEADER IS TO SERVE OTHERS
DO WELL - EXCEL IN SCHOOL; LEARN TO LEAD; DO WELL IN LIFE

Welcome to the Day One Leadership Community, a state-of-the-art program designed
specifically for incoming freshmen who want to be a success, are willing to be challenged,
and want to make a life-changing difference from the start of university life.

Apply today at DAYONE.MSSTATE.EDU

LIVING
Day One students have the OPTION of living in either Day One or
non-Day One housing. Students interested in Day One housing can
choose to live with other Day One students in one of three residence
halls: Moseley, Cresswell, or Rice. Living with other Day One
students has advantages. Students can foster a sense of community,
form small study groups, and develop lifelong friendships.
The Day One housing priority deadline is April 1.

LEARNING
Day One is a two-credit, elective class that meets at 8 a.m. on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. On Monday and Wednesday,
Day One students meet in small Action Teams within a classroom
setting. Day One students learn how to write a proposal for a
service-learning project and how to present a proposal to an
audience. Additionally, they engage in a variety of assignments
and discussions related to leadership and character development.
On Friday, Day One students meet in the Taylor Auditorium for a
one-hour lecture facilitated by the Day One instructor, MSU faculty/
staff, and guest leaders from the community. The Friday Forum
gives Day One students an opportunity to gain a greater knowledge
of the different aspects of leadership from an academic and
real-life perspective.

LEADING
Leadership is inspired by service. Day One students complete
20 service hours, and they work with a community agency to
complete a service-learning project with guidance from MSU
faculty, staff, and peer mentors. Day One students carpool with
their Action Team or secure their own transportation to fulfill
these two service requirements. The project and service hours
are completed outside of the Monday/Wednesday/Friday class
times, and they are significant components of the final Day One
grade. At the Day One Showcase in November, students present
their projects and share their service-learning experiences with
the MSU academic community and with family and friends.

DAY ONE INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Patty Ann Bogue, Communication Lecturer
Dr. Bogue is the Day One instructor. Dr. Bogue facilitates the Friday Forum and
provides support for Day One students throughout the fall semester.

ACTION TEAM MENTORS
J.P. Abercrumbie, Life Skills Coordinator
Abercrumbie was a Fall 2016 Mentor and recipient of the Day One Mentor Award
for her work with the T.K. Martin Center Action Team. Mentors are MSU faculty/
staff members who provide weekly support to Action Teams. Also, they serve
as a campus resource for Day One students as they transition into college life..

MLP FELLOWS
Brendan Jones, Senior Kinesiology major
Jones was a Fall 2016 Montgomery Leadership Program (MLP) Fellow who
worked with the Noxubee Wildlife Refuge Action Team. Like Team Mentors,
MLP Fellows provide weekly support to Action Teams. Also, they serve as
peer support for Day One students as they transition into college life.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
MSU Extension Equine Assisted Therapy Programs
MSU Extension Equine Assisted Therapy Programs located at the Elizabeth A.
Howard 4-H Therapeutic Riding and Activity Center is a Day One Community
Partner that specializes in using horseback riding as a form of therapy for children
and adults with disabilities. Day One partners with other community agencies
that specialize in areas such as education, outdoor recreation, construction, food
security, the arts, and assisted-living communities.

SERVICE LEARNING PROJECTS
PALMER HOME FOR CHILDREN HOPE REINS RIDING
“This semester, our team aspired to rebuild a run-in shed on the Palmer Home
property to provide shelter for all of their horses instead of a select few.”

SUDDUTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
“[Our team] painted an outdoor mural that would symbolize being healthy.
This mural also provided the children with a creative place to play and stay
active, especially when the weather does not permit recess.”

WEST POINT ANIMAL SHELTER
“We thought outside the box, and created a pergola. The pergola was built to
create an area for the staff to take better pictures of the animals in order to
increase the animals’ chances of being adopted.”

AIKEN VILLAGE PRESCHOOL
“Painting and redecorating the sandbox gave the children an opportunity to
experience new adventures within their imaginations, as well as great happiness
in being surrounded by bright colors.”

ARLIE STRIDER / Kinesiology major
“The most positive and rewarding experience that I encountered through my
Community Partner would have to be the pride in weekly service. Seeing how
excited the people in the community are to see you is definitely the most rewarding
feeling. It is amazing to see how much impact you can have on someone’s life.”

GERMAINE COOLEY / Chemical Engineering major
“Day One taught me the importance of diversity and that others should be treated
how they would like to be treated. Everyone is not the same, but that is never a bad
thing. Learning to productively work with people who are different has been one of
the best things I’ve taken away from my experience with Day One.”

LOGAN MILLER / Mechanical Engineering major
“My Action Team was composed of a group of six, very diverse people. Early in
the semester, as we got to know each other, we realized that we all had very busy
schedules and it was difficult for us to find time to get together outside of class.
Throughout the semester, we used the GroupMe app to communicate with each
other about when we were going to volunteer at our Community Partner and when
we were going to work on our assignments for the class. We all learned that good
communication makes it easier to work as a team and stay on task.”

ROBYN CULLEN / Pre-Accounting major
“My Community Partner was always willing to help me grow and develop my
leadership skills. Working with my Community Partner allowed me to have a better
outlook on the community and pushed me to want to be more active within it.”

EMILY HOLLAND / Marketing major
“I learned through Day One that community service is not always easy. There will
be days where you would rather be doing something else, when you’ll have tons of
homework to do, or when you would just rather be watching Netflix. But it is the
decision to serve when you least feel like it that molds you into a responsible, more
disciplined person. Service is about helping others and giving your time even when
it is inconvenient—not just when it is easy.”

QWANTARIA RUSSELL / Criminology major
“Day One was a complete challenge when it came to waking up early and working with
others, but I learned an awful lot in this organization. It taught me the true definition of
leadership, and that there is not always just one leader in a group/team. My commitment
to Day One motivated me to go to class and handle all my responsibilities.”

TAYLOR VERNON / Pre-Veterinary Medical Tech major
“Day One overall is a great learning experience for leadership and teamwork. Most
of what you learn in Day One comes from being with your Action Team and working
through the different challenges that present themselves.”

VICTOR WALTON / Biological Sciences major
“What I learned about community service is that working with a big group of small
children can be a hassle at times, but at the end of the day it’s worth it! I had to open
myself up to the class and interact with them for them to finally feel comfortable
with me. This can benefit me in my future career as I work with patients in the
medical field; making them feel comfortable will help them open up.”

BLAKLIE MITCHELL / Biological Sciences major
“Participating in this program greatly improved my ability to divide my time fairly
between school, Day One, other organizations, and socializing. I managed this
commitment to Day One by reminding myself of all the positive outcomes this
program would have on my college career. I also successfully managed my time
by surrounding myself with others who participated in this program who actually
cared about making an impact.”

TRISTEN MCKAY / Biological Sciences major
“The biggest lesson I learned in Day One was that anyone can be a leader. It’s not
something that you’re born with but something you can learn to be. By learning
more about yourself as a person, you can learn how you best can apply your
leadership skills in college or in a career later down the road.”
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